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PURPOSE 
The purpose of this thesis is to give an analysis 
of the present Navasota Colored High School, and in the 
light of my knowledge of curriculum revision, to offer 
such suggestions as may render the school more efficient 
in meeting pupils' needs. 
The data came from the written records of the 
Navasota High school, and the writer's own observations 
while practice teaching there. 
The following methods of procedure were used in 
collecting data: 
(1) A critical study of the written records, 
(2) Direct observations of activities in the school, 





The curriculum is the medium that brings the teach­
er and child into direct communication, and creates a 
common meeting ground for the mature intellect of the 
former and the undeveloped mind of the latter. It Is also 
a body of racial experiences selected out of the life of 
a race and used as a basis for individual development, 
for the continuance of social standards and institutions, 
and for the preservation of knowledge. 
If this is the role of the curriculum, then it 
behooves us to look more carefully than we do at our 
boys and girls to find out how our stage must be set to 
minimize the difficulties and to exploit the many advan­
tages that nature presents to us in the emotional, mental 
and psychological peculiarities of the adolescent. 
The task of the curriculum maker demands that the 
educator become a social engineer, searching out undrama-
tic general wrongs as selfishness, inertia, indolence, and 
narrow group loyalties; foreseeing and foreshadowing 
possible catastrophes; so constructing the curriculum that 
society may explain itself to fan?incorporate the will of 
the individual. 
It is evident that the curriculum reflects both the 
individual and social phases of life. The social function 
of education is emphasized by the fact that the curriculum 
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is a part of the mass of experience through which the 
race has passed and aims to continue through social 
standards and ideals. The sound curriculum incorporates 
the individual into society. It brings the one into many, 
it seeks to establish an education in which individual 
training reflects social progress. 
The organization of the curriculum should be toward 
ends and ideals. The following principle will make the 
course of study more efficient for pupil needs. The cur­
riculum should be adaptable; it should not be so fixed 
that it cannot be molded to suit the needs of special 
cases. There must always be a margin to allow the teacher 
to adopt the curriculum to the needs of the particular 
class. 
Changes in the curriculum can be brought about by 
widening the range of subject matter, adopting the subject 




The Navasota High School is located in Navasota, 
Texas, Grimes County. Situated on the Navasota highway 
is a red brick building made up of four class rooms, an 
office, and a small library. The classrooms, of equal 
size, join each other in such a way that it is impossible 
to go to one without passing through another. Blackboards 
are fitted into the three solid walls of each room, leav­
ing the other wall for windows. This arrangement gives 
enough natural light, but there is no provision made for 
lighting during rainy or cloudy weather. Three of the 
classrooms have 25 desks each; the remaining one has 26 
armchairs and 8 desks. In order to accommodate all stu­
dents, it is necessary for them to sit two on a seat. 
The building used for teaching courses in home 
economics, agriculture, and manual training was built in 
1937 and is modernly equipped with light fixtures, and 
other materials used in the various courses. 
More detailed information about the Navasota High 
School is given in concise form as follows: 
1. Grades included in the high school organization: 
8, 9, 10, and 11. 
2. Enrollment: 
(a) Gross 200 
(b) Semester 165 
3. Distribution of Enrollment 
(a) Gross 
(1) Boys 65 
(2) Girls 135 
(b) Semester 
(1) Boys 50 
(2) Girls 115 
(c) Grades 
(1) Grade 8 47 
(2) Grade 9 45 
(3) Grade 10 40 
(4) Grade 11 33 
4. Number of Teachers 
(a) Classroom 5 
(b) Practice Teachers 2 
5. Teacher's load: 
(a) Class assignments 5 per day 
(b) Responsibilities outside of classroom 
(1) Home room sponsor 
(2) Extra-curricula activities 
(3) Yard duty 
6. Qualifications of Teachers 







Betts, Percy B. A. 4 5 A 
Smith, Velma B. A. 2 4 B 
Sneed, Maxine B. S. 4 7 B 
Johnson, Jefferson B. S. 4 3 A 
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Explanation of symbols used in foregoing chart: 
S. P. - Subject preparation 
Exp. - Experience 
P. T. - Personal traits 
Meaning of letters on personality traits 
A - Excellent 
B - Good 
The Writers Basis for Ratings 
1. Degrees 
2. Subject preparation 





8. Self control 
9. Tolerance 
10. Habits of orderliness 
11. Sympathy 
12. Resourcefulness 










Community Background: The provisions for recreation 
and amusement in Navasota are few. There are no city parks, 
swimming pools, or recreational parks where children can 
go for wholesome recreation and enjoyment. The picture 
show is the main source of recreation for young and old. 
There is a small hall where dances are given; they are 
usually poorly supervised. 
The Y. M. A. and Y. W. A., church organizations, 
sponsor such activities in the community as musical reci­
tals, public addresses, debates, programs and Sunday eve­
ning forums. 
There are several wholesale houses, two hotels, a 
cotton seed mill, and two compresses. Very few Negroes are 
employed in the wholesale houses, and hotels; the majority 
of them work at the cotton seed mill and the compresses. 
Much of the work done by the men is seasonal, such as 
chopping cotton, harvesting grain, picking cotton, and com­
press work. The earning power of the average man is very 
low, due to the seasonal nature of the work and scarcity 
of employment in other fields. 
The social and economic conditions cause many prob­
lems of pupil adjustment in the school. Some cases of 
needy pupils are usually met by the liberal men and women 
in the community. The Parent Teachers Association is out­
standing in such work. 
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The citizens of Navasota take much interest in the 
school. The school encourages them by inviting them to 
"open house" held annually. Exhibits from all the depart­
ments of the school are held in which the visitors show 





The present Navasota school curriculum has many 
features which are interesting to study. The curriculum 
offerings also include extra-curricula activities which 
the school provides for enrichment of the program of 
studies. Such clubs as, health, citizenship, intellectual, 
non vocational, and vocational form the major activities. 
Health activities in the school include all ath­
letics offered, such as, football, basket ball, tennis, 
and track. Closely connected with these is the pep squad 
composed of both boys and girls who are interested in 
fostering a loyal school spirit. 
The citizenship club has done much in the way of 
reducing discipline problems In the school. Members of the 
club are given various duties about the building and 
campus such as, bell ringers, orderlies, room and street 
monitors, Much pride is shown by pupils In such experi­
ments in self government and much good has been accom­
plished through them. 
Social activities are stressed in the school and 
they are used as situations to supplement the adoles­
cent's education. Various kinds of entertainments are 
given including the long frowned upon dancing. Several 
teachers are selected to chaperon pupils during these ac­
tivities, and much wholesome pleasure is derived. Pupils 
are gradually learning that socializing in their own group 
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can be made very enjoyable. 
The pupils have very little leisure time during 
school hours, because of the way in which their classes 
are arranged. Those who are fortunate enough to have spare 
time are encouraged to use it profitably. Most pupils use 
their vacant hours for library work, or for finishing up 
industrial arts projects. 
The dramatic club, composed of pupils who are 
talented, functions for the purpose of stimulating intel­
lectual activities. This organization has its own officers 
and holds interesting meetings each week. The activities 
of this club tend to increase the pupil's enthusiasm and 
interest along cultural lines. 
The New Farmers of America, and the New Homemakers 
of America are vocational clubs, composed of pupils taking 
agriculture and Home Economics, respectively. The main ac­
tivity of these clubs is their participation in the vari­
ous vocational contests held annually at Prairie View 
State College for all organizations of this nature. 
Through all the activities that have been discussed 
in this paper, it can be seen that the objectives of sec­
ondary education are taken into account, however, it is 
quite evident that the present curriculum does not ade­
quately serve the needs of all classes of pupils. Although 
very few of the pupils graduating each year go to college, 
the program of studies offered does not emphasize those 
subjects and activities that will enable them to earn a 
10 
livelihood In the community. Consequently many students 
become discouraged and tend to drop out of school. The few 
who go to college are required to take an examination upon 
entering because of their limited high school background. 
Some subjects which the curriculum does not offer regular­
ly for those students who plan to attend college are, 
foreign languages, physical education and chemistry 
laboratory courses. Foreign languages and physical educa­
tion courses are taught only when the Prairie View prac­
tice teachers, who are majors or minors in the field, are 
available. Since majors and minors in foreign languages 
are limited, the high school pupils are exposed very seldom 
to these courses. The theoretical side of household chem­
istry is offered, but because the school does not have a 
laboratory, the pupils do not have the opportunity to 
study the practical side of it. 
History, the only social study offered in the high 
school department, includes courses in American, World, 
and Kegro History. These subjects are not tied up with the 
pupil's community life, which is a vital necessity in 
modern education. The pupils need to be made intelligent 
about their own environment in order that they can under­
stand and adjust their thinking about situations outside. 
The following charts give more detailed information 
about the Navasota Colored High School curriculum and the 
administration. 
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Schedule of Subjects 
First Year 
Subjects No. of Weeks 
Periods 
per week H.S.U.1 C.U. 
Civics 36 5 1 1 
Clothing 36 4 1/2 1/2 
English 1-2 36 5 1/2 1 
Foods 36 4 1/2 1/2 
Library Science 36 3 1 0 
Mathematics 36 5 1/2 1 
Mu^ic 36 2 1/2 0 
Safety 36 5 1 0 
Shop 36 6 1 1 
The students in the eighth grade must select the 
above courses for the first year. The textbooks are sup­
plied by the state; other necessary material must be fur­
nished by the pupils. Courses in foreign languages and 
physical education are not offered, unless the practice 
teachers are majors or minors in these fields. High school 
credits only are allowed in library science, music and 
safety. Safety is a course which deals with facts and 
rules for driving safely. 
* H. S. U. - High School Units. 
C. U. - College Units. 
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Schedule of Subjects 
Second Year 
Periods 
Subjects No. of Weeks per week H. S. U.1 C. U. 
Algebra 36 5 1 1 
Clothing 36 4 1/2 1/2 
English 3-4 36 5 1 1 
Poods 36 4 1/2 1/2 
General Science 36 5 1 1 
History (World) 36 5 1/2 1 
Music 36 2 1/2 0 
Shop 36 6 1 1 
The ninth grade pupils must select the courses 
offered above. English 3 and 4 are required for graduation. 
Other subjects have the same condition as in the first 
year. The state furnishes the textbooks for algebra, 
general science and World History In addition to those 
mentioned in the first year's work. 
1 H. S. IT. - High School Units. 
C. U. - College Units. 
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Schedule of Subjects 
Third Year 
Subjects No. of weeks 
Periods 
per week H. S. U.1 C. U 
Agriculture 36 5 1 1 
Clothing 36 4 1/2 1/2 
English 36 5 1 1 
Foods 36 4 1/2 1/2 
Geometry 36 5 1 1 
History (American) 36 5 1 1 
Music 36 2 1/2 0 
Agriculture may be begun by students of the third 
year. No credit is given for less than one year's work. 
The music regulation is the same as for the first and 
second years. One unit in plane geometry is necessary 
for graduation. 
1 High School Units. 
a College Units. 
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Schedule of Subjects 
Fourth Year 
, Periods 
Subject No. of Weeks per week H. S. U.1 C. U.2 
Agriculture 36 5 1 1 
Business Arithmetic 36 5 1 1 
Chemistry 36 5 1 1 
English 36 5 1 1 
History (Negro) 36 5 1 1 
Music 36 2 1/2 0 
The chemistry offered is a theory course in house-
hold chemistry. Business arithmetic must be taken one 
year in order to receive credit. Agriculture is optional, 
however, the boys are allowed to retain their membership 
in the N. F. A. chapter even if they do not take it this 
year. 
1 High School Units. 




From my study of the problems in the curriculum of 
the Navasota High School, the following conclusions have 
been drawn; first, that the school building is too small 
for the present enrollment, and that the equipment is in­
adequate to fit the needs of the pupils; second, that the 
curriculum is rigid, inflexible and entirely unadaptable 
to conditions of the environment. 
Due to the over-crowded condition many compli­
cated problems have arisen in the school. Among the major 
problems in this connection are those affecting attendance, 
punctuality, conduct of pupils enroute to and from school, 
truancy and maintenance of order during the day. Some of 
these problems could be remedied by either adding to the 
present building or building a new one with modern equip­
ment . 
Students are required to have sixteen units in 
order to graduate from this school. Four units are given 
from each year's offering as listed in the schedule of 
subjects. A completion of at least one semester's work in 
the school is required. Courses in foreign language and 
physical education are not offered regularly by the school. 
The program of studies as offered by the school is 
very limited. Specific subjects are offered during speci­
fic years, and students failing to take them at the re-
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quired time are handicapped In making up their deficiencies. 
The pupils do not have a wider range of subject matter so 
that they can select their courses according to their 
various needs and abilities. This subject matter should be 
in abundance so that it can be adjusted to the learner; 
then the facts contained in the subject matter will fit 
into the learner's thinking and become a part of him. 
In light of these findings I offer the following 
recommendations to improve the curriculum of the Navasota 
Colored High School; 
1. That the building be enlarged and modern equipment be 
purchased. 
2. That the range of subject matter be broadened in 
order to meet the needs of the pupils. 
3. That provisions should made for an effective physical 
education program in the school. 
4. That a course in foreign language be offered for two 
years. 
5. That the commercial course be broadened to include a 
wider variety of subjects, particularly, bookkeeping, 
typewriting and short hand. 
6. That a practical course in agriculture be given in 
addition to the theory course that is now being of­
fered by the school. 
7. That the library be enlarged and more books on recent 
material be added. 
That some provisions for recreational life be made, 
which will include additional tennis courts, swimming 
pool and a track. 
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